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Thank you for your continued support of SPACE! 

Since joining the staff just a few months ago, it has been 

wonderful to meet many of you in recent days out on the 

trails. COVID-19 has altered how we do things in life, and 

now our community is finding strength in nature. 

Our organization plays an important resource during a 

pandemic. We saw 45% more visitors than in 2019 as our 

fellow citizens take a break away from the screen to get a breath of fresh air. SPACE, 

more than ever, is a resource to Spartanburg. Many have connected to the great outdoors 

while social distancing on our trails, enjoying peace, and observing nature from our new 

boardwalk. Along with you, they have realized the value of having direct access to green 

space within a city.

While our 30th year is one that we will never forget, for obvious reasons, it does not mean 

that our plans to celebrate will diminish. Instead, we look to 2021 as a new dawn and a 

new way to celebrate. Without your dedication, time, talent, and treasure, SPACE would 

not have been a resource for those in need this past year who visited our special places  - 

Glendale Shoals, Cottonwood Trail, and The Upper Chinquapin Greenway.

Please continue in your efforts to support SPACE and to 

Keep Spartanburg Wild.

Amanda Mathis

Executive Director

SPACE

spartanburgconservation.org          

A letter from our director

I T ’ S  B E E N  A  W I L D  Y E A R  K E E P I N G  S P A R T A N B U R G  W I L D
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EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES

COTTONWOOD
FRIENDS 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
STATE CHAMPION

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Daisy Troop 3451

Our observation deck at the new Boardwalk 
was put to good use by Daisy Troop 3451. 
Conservation Land Manager, Lynn Rhodes 
taught the Girl Scouts about wildlife 
inhabiting the Preserve...including beavers!  

Friends of the Cottonwood Facebook Group

Thanks to long time supporter of SPACE, 
Thomas Webster, the Friends of the Cottonwood 
Facebook group was started and administered 
by volunteers who live near and/or care deeply 
about the Cottonwood Trail. Whether they’re 
sharing the latest wildlife sightings or what needs 
to be addressed on the trail, this group keeps us 
in the know and our community engaged!  

SPACE awarded 1st, 2nd, and 3rd largest Lance 
Hawthorn Trees in the state.

Ron Lance from the North American Land Trust 
joined us on the Cleveland Farm Preserve to 
award SPACE the South Carolina State Champion 
for the Lance Hawthorn Tree at 44 inches in 
circumference and 35 ft in height. The species 
was named in 2008 by James Phipps, and the 
previous champion was in Oconee County. 

Keep OneSpartanburg Beautiful, 
a beautiful partnership.

Homeschool litter sweeps members of the 
Spartanburg Homeschool Beta Club helped out at 
the Upper Chinquapin Greenway, with litter picking, 
bridge fixing and grass mowing. They also cleared 
Kudzu at the Cottonwood Trail! 

A letter from our director
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THE HISTORY OF SPACE

The Spartanburg Area Conservancy (SPACE) 
was formed in 1989 when directors of a local 
community foundation became concerned 
over rapid growth and the increasing loss of 
greenspace and habitat. Through strategic 
acquisitions, land donations, and conservation 
easements, we have protected over 5,000 
acres in the Spartanburg region.

THE HISTORY OF GIVING

The Spartanburg County Foundation 
provided the first grant to secure the 
preserve hosting what is now known as the 
Cottonwood Trail. They were also the first to 
sponsor the Boardwalk Restoration Project, 
completed in October of this year. And when 
inclement weather made the Highlands Trail 
risky for our community, they granted us 
$2,500 to support tree removal and clean up. 

“The story of The Spartanburg County Foundation 

and SPACE goes back to 1989, when the organization, 

SPACE, was chartered. Later in 1990, a grant was offered 

from The Spartanburg County Foundation to purchase 

what was then a 94-acre tract of real estate. 

My family and I love to come down to the trail; you feel 

like you’re in the midst of the country, and you are 

minutes from downtown Spartanburg.”

Troy Hanna

President & CEO

The Spartanburg County Foundation

C O M M I T M E N T  T O  P R O T E C T  O U R  S P A C E S

spartanburgconservation.org          
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Through our mission and accreditation, SPACE is 

committed to responsibly stewarding and conserving the 

land we acquire. We work with landowners in a variety 

of means to conserve land, this year alone we acquired 

easements on properties through a U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineer-approved mitigation bank project, a South Carolina 

Conservation Bank funded project, and a tax incentive-based 

private easement donation.

S P A C E ’ S  P O R T F O L I O 
G R O W S  B Y  1 0 %  I N  2 0 2 0

SPACE has added a little over 515 acres of private land in 

2020. These projects include a variety of significant features 

and uses, from agriculture (cattle) in a rapidly growing 

incorporated municipality, to the confluence of two forks of 

the Tyger River, to a pristine hardwood forest along a hugely 

important section of the North Tyger. 

Protecting our watershed and carving out agricultural land 

within developing areas is paramount to our continued work 

in Spartanburg County and our conservation goals, your 

support allows us to continue this work in years to come.

P R E S E R V E  Y O U R  L A N D  T O D A Y . 
I N F O @ S P A R T A N B U R G C O N S E R V A T I O N . O R G

P R E S E R V I N G  O U R  L A N D
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Rachel’s Bridge

WADE CROW 
OBSERVATION DECK
We honored Wade Crow with the naming of 
our new Boardwalk Observation Deck. 

Wade has been a long time supporter and 
past board member of SPACE, engineering 
the design and construction of Rachel’s 
Bridge on the Cottonwood Trail, the Pavilion 
at Glendale Shoals, and supporting our Land 
Acquisition committee to name a few.

Thank you for supporting the Wade Crow 
Observation Deck!

Douglas and Margaret Baker 
Suzanne Bagwell
David and Louisa Berry
Beth and Orin Beach
Roy and Mary Berry
Louie and Margaret Blanton
J. Grier and Rebecca Bomar
James and Catherine Burchfield
William and Patricia Burton
Tim and Nan Cleveland
Edward R. Cole
Hal Crow
Hamp and Kristin Crow
Jean Crowther
H. B. Moore
Kam and Emily Neely
JM Smith Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Pack
Robert and Anna Page
Marge and Richard Petty
Palmetto Men’s Club
Joy Shackelford
David and Betty Reagan Tate
Jane Turner
Andrew WingoWade Crow Observation Deck
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BOARDWALK
RIBBON CUTTING 
Our sponsors from the Spartanburg 
County Foundation, Milliken, Vic Bailey 
Subaru, Neely’s Window and Doors, 
City of Spartanburg, and the SHS 
Cross Country team joined us for small 
celebration in November.

Thank you to our Corporate Sponsors!

  #keepspartanburgwild

P R E S E R V I N G  S P A C E S  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y

Over 130 community members came together to raise over $25,000 
to restore the newly opened boardwalk on the Edwin M Griffin Preserve, 
surpassing our GoFundMe goal! See list of donors on page 9.

Thank You 
GoFundMe Donors!
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Amanda Mathis
Executive Director 

Clay McDonough
Conservation Director

There is nothing better than 

the Great Outdoors!  2020 has 

thrown all of us curveballs, but 

even in the midst of the unknown, 

there is amazing peace found 

in the nature. Conservation and 

preservation of greenspace in our 

community has always been very 

important to me.  My mission this 

year is to ensure our community 

finds joy and peace in the nature.     

 

I am honored and look forward 

to leading SPACE as President 

of the Board for 2021.  Thank 

you for being a great friend to 

SPACE for all these years.  My 

hope is that you will join me 

in supporting SPACE’s efforts 

to provide access, education, 

preservation, and conservation of 

our Great Outdoors. Now, more 

than ever, we need to 

“Keep Spartanburg WILD.”

Belle Montgomery
Board President
SPACE

SPACE STAFF

Lynn Rhodes 
Land Manager

BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES

Michael Pack, President

Belle Montgomery, President-Elect

Jeff Tillerson, Past President

Jennifer Hightower, Treasurer

Lamar Baehr

Jennifer Barksdale

Ben Boland

Greg Colbath

Michele Cook

William Cribb

Kathleen Crowley

Angelina Eschauzier

Phil Feisal

Jeff Goshorn

Kathryn Harvey

Jennifer Hightower

Belle Montgomery

Michael Pack

Christy Parris

Rob Rain

Natalia Rosario

Rex Russell

Jeff Tillerson

Billy Webster

spartanburgconservation.org          

B E L L E  M O N T G O M E R Y , 
P R E S I D E N T - E L E C T



9

OAK SOCIETY 

Contec, Inc.
Elaine Freeman
Jennifer Haas

JM Smith Foundation
Maureen Johannigman
Jack and Stacy McBride

Milliken and Company
John and Belle Montgomery

Lora and Wayne Sigler
Spartanburg Regional Health System

Vic Bailey Subaru

SYCAMORE SOCIETY

Halsey and Michele Cook
Beth Cecil

Symtech, Inc.
The 2019 Spartanburg High School Cross 

Country Team
William M. Webster

COTTONWOOD SOCIETY 

Advance America
Ashley and Gwin Allen

Winthrop and Heather Allen
Greg and Lisa Atkins
Stanley and Paula Baker

Randi Berry
Susan A. Bridges

Kelan and Christi Brown
Jerome and Celia Cogdell

Gregory and Molly Colbath
Colonial Trust Company

Wade and Shelley Crow
Palmetto Men’s Club

Angelina P. Eschauzier
Phil and Katrina Feisal

Harry H. Gibson
Margaret and Julian Green

John Harrill
Kathryn Harvey

Ed Holcombe and Leanne Thurmond
Henrietta and William Lowndes, III

Thomas McMeekin
Kam and Emily Neely

Fern Powell
Prudence S. Scott

Security’s Lending Hand Foundation
Lindsey Webster

RIVER BIRCH SOCIETY

Lamar Baehr
Jim and Jane Bagwell

Karen Ballard
Bert and Katherine Barre

Keep One Spartanburg Beautiful
Charles and Christi Bebko
Gil and Pam Bulman
James and Catherine Burchfield
Tim and Nan Cleveland

Dick D. Crenshaw
Hamp and Kristin Crow

Chris and Alice Dorrance
Paul and Lynne Ellis

Abby Fowler
Pieter Groot
Rich Harris

Larry and Leslie Joyner
James Judd
Paul and Sara Lehner
Julie Lonon

Jane Loyless
Amanda and Lenny Mathis

Thomas and Suzanne McDaniel
Donald and Mary Miles

Byrd and Liza Miller
Chris and Cecile Nowatka

Michael and Alexa Pack
Dwight Patterson, Jr.

Alix Refshauge and Luke Perkins
Robert and Laura Rhoden

Garrett and Cathy Scott
Mim Shelden and Lou Kinsey

Spartanburg Running Club
George and Patricia Sykes

Alyson Campbell and Andrew Taber
David and Betty Reagan Tate
Don and Alanna Wildman

Blake and Sarah Zemp

DOGWOOD SOCIETY

D. Allen
Douglass Allen

Marguerite Babrowicz
Thomas G. and Joan Barnet

John and Carolyn Bennett
Hunter Brown
Ernie & Gale Boughman

Brant and Judy Bynum
Jan Caldwell

Mark Carlson

Marilyn Coltrane
Matt Corso

Hal Crow
Chris & Garrow Crowley

Jean Crowther
Alice Dawson
Nan Dempsey
Angelina P. Eschauzier

Gerry and Lou Ann Fishbeck
Michael and Tamara Gearhart

Perry and Carla Gentry
John and Brenda Groves
Robert and Jean Haas
Rich Harris
Reuben and Guerry Harris

Michele and Peyton Harvey
Dorelly Herford
Gregory Hunt and Mary Wade

Huge James
Don and Betsy Kneisley
Michael Kohler, Jr.

Beth and Andy Lancaster
John Lane and Betsy Teter

Wood N. and Janice Lay
Lindsay and Francie Little
Liza and Jonathan Lounsberry

Kim Lyon
Daniel and Elizabeth Marshall

Lynda McDonough
Steve and Joanne Metcalf

Mark and Amy Mezger
Bob and Karen Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Moody
Herbert and Lynda Moore

Kirk Neely
Mark Nichols and Melissa Fritsche

H. Lynn and Sandra Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Pack

Denise Patterson
Gerald N. and Cherie Pressley
Mary Frances Price
Norman and Jo Pulliam

Rob & Dargan Rain
Betsy and Ricky Richardson
Paige and Trey Rousey
Patti, Andy & Logan Sansbury

Steve and Shannon Smiley
John M. Theilmann
Jennie Thompson and Robert Levy

Jack and Joan Todd
Jane Turner
Chris Walker 

DONORS
List reflects donations received up to December 1, 2020.

  #keepspartanburgwild

Giving Tuesday Donor

Cottonwood Trail Boardwalk Donor

Wade Crow Observation Deck Donor

Cottonwood Trail Boardwalk Portraits Donor
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Marshall and Deborah Walsh
Brian Welsch

John B. and Karen White, Jr.
Marshall and Christine Wilkins
Ben and Kathleen Willard
Wesley Wright

MAPLE SOCIETY 

Jane and Thomas Abbott 
Louis W. Adams, Jr.

Cecil and Patricia Amick
Patty & Mack Amick

Michael and Eileen Baird
Douglas and Margaret Baker
Brittany Barnet

David and Cyndi Beacham
Howard C. and Martha Bean
Katie Beeson

Louie and Margaret Blanton
Kathryn Boucher

Ben and Lucy Boland 
Scott Bolhoefer
Ernie and Gale Boughman
J. Grier and Rebecca Bomar

George and Mary Nell Brandt, III
Kara Bui and Joel Atance
James and Catherine Burchfield
Katie Burnett
Alan Chalmers and Sally Hitchmough

William and Katherine Burns
William and Patricia Burton
Sidney & Chris Caggiano
Leslie and Russ Calicutt

Lyle and Sarah Campbell
Mark Carlson
Alasdair and Sheila Carmichael
John and Alice Claggett

Nathan Clark
Mary Ann and Jeff Cleland
Blair and Charles Clementson 

Donald C. Coggins, Jr.
Edward R. Cole

Randall and Mary Lynn Conway
Benjamin Correll

Haidee and Gardner Courson
Tom Moore Craig

Kathleen Crowley
Amy Curtis

Gordon M. Darby
William and Carole Davis
Frederick B. Dent, Jr.
Chris and Helga Doerholt 
John F. Dunbar
Jeremy and Angela Eaton

Patti and Coy Eaton
Patrick and Deborah Esposito
Cecil Ezell and Sandra Wertz
Vivian B. Fisher and Jim Newcome

Cordelia Fort
Gordon and Melissa France, Jr.

Traci Francis
Larry and Betsy Fritz
Ted Gage
Anne Garner

Rhett Giddings
GPN Architecture

Kristin Gray
Margaret and Chip Green

Theodore and Angela Grieshop
Banks Griffith

Gerhard and Mary Grommer
Ed and Cathy Hall

Brandi Hamrick
Dave and Brenda Hassler

Phillip J. Harpoothan
Marvin and Patricia Hevener

Robert and Ruth Ann Hickerson
Caroline High

Frank and Anne Holleman, III
Gervais and Laura Hollowell
Dr. and Mrs. Michael W. Holmes
Lynn Hosie
Doug and Marilyn Hubbell
Henry and Susan Jacobs, Jr.
James and Betty Johnson
Chip Johnson
Roland and Charlene Jones
Julian and Dorothy Josey
Wilton Kanode
Charles and Margaret Kay
Jeanette M Keepers

Bert and Ruth Knight
Lady Slipper Garden Club
Jack and Kay Lawrence

Aaron Lilley
Arden Levy and Mark Lurey

Andrew Little
George and Frances Loudon

Chamlee Loscuito 
Adrienne Lownes

Nancy Lyon
Harry and Judith Mamroth
Chuck and Catherine McMakin

Gordon Mickley
Brian and Dorcas Miller

David and Ashley Millinor
Sam and Dennis Mitchell

Mark D. and Cheryl Monson
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Moody

H. B. Moore
James and Gayle Moore
William W. Mount

Molly and Bryan Moyer
Joe Mullinax

Nathan Clark
Krista Newkirk
Betsy Pearson

Linda Pearson
Marge and Richard Petty
Spike and Becca Phillips

Jan Postma and Sara Lynn
Nikole O’Quinn

Perrin and Kay Powell
Robert and Sandra Powell, Jr.
Samuel and Eva Pratt
Charles Reals 
Charles Reback and Melissa Walker
Glenn G. Reese

Chuck and Emily Refshauge
Drew Refshauge
Amanda and Jack Richardson

Gail Rogers
Leslie Rogers

Randy and Renee Romberger
Nancy Rosenwald
Brian and Sue Rothemich
Carey and Will Rothschild

E. L. and Anne Sanders
Victor Seeger
Peter and June Sereque

Joy Shackelford
Michael and Lisa Shea

Betsy Neely Sikma
Michael and Elizabeth Slive
Gary and Sandra Smiley
Dan and Melissa Smith

Emily Smith
Denise Spears

Montana Stambaugh
Amy Stabler

Brand and Laura Stille 
Jessalyn and Chris Story
Kristen Strehlow
Tim and Melissa Sullivan
Merike Tamm

David Tate
Bill and Kristin Taylor
William and Martha Tinder
George and Sarah Todd

Catherine Traywick
Donna and Jody Traywick

Jack and Jane Turner
William and Winnie Walsh

Dan and Sheri Whitten
David and Linda Whisnant

Eloise Wise
Elsie R. Wright

INDIVIDUAL

Adrienne Ables
William Allison

Marcia Andrews
Caleb Arrington

Suzanne Bagwell
Jennifer Barksdale

spartanburgconservation.org          
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David and Lousia Berry
Margaret Barnes

Barbara Barnes
Ned and Christy Barrett

Shannon and Brett Barron
Beth and Orin Beach

James and Patricia Bell
Roy and Mary Berry

David and Monica Beyer
Marc and Dawn Bingham
Sheryl Blackford
Ryan Blaney

Rhonda Bogan
Wallace and Lori Boyd
Margaret Brand

Erica Brown
Carly Burns

Emily Campbell
Ann Caudle

Randall and Sally Chambers
Anna Chandler

Sarita Chourey & Ben Montgomery
Dexter and Lea Cleveland
Caroline Cofer

William M. Coker
Judy Compton

Nancy Corbin
Maddisen Currier
Annemarie Dargan
Lawrence C. Davis, Jr.
Janet & Gary Davis
Kyran Dowling
Allen Edgerton
Trish Edgerton
Courtney & Ian Edwards

Stephen and Catherine Emmerth
Angelina Eschauzier

James and Susan Ford
Ralph Gillespie

Sara Goodale
Lacy Grant

Andrew F. Green
Jessica Harwood
Phillip J. Harpootlian

Eric and Marianne Hayler
Chad Helriggle
Deborah Henderson
Jennifer Hicks
Judy Horton

Cathryn Hunt
Milly and Hurley

Catherine C. Inabnit
Hugh James
Cathryn Judic

Daniel and Janet Kahrs
Kimberley Kerchmar
Heidi Kerns
Michaelle King
Shea King

Leigh Anne Langley
Joe and Ruth Lesesne

Cynthia Lister
Alison Levin-Rector
Meg and Jeff Lorick

Willie and Sarah Lowe
Noah Lytle
Josep and Cinnie MacDougall
Jamie Marfurt

Jerry and Anne Martin
Thorne Martin
Tom and Betsy Maynard

John McAllister
James and Beverly McCutchen, Jr.

Sherry McLaughlin
Melvin and Joanne Medlock
Linda Miles

Andrew Molinaro
Joseph Moore
Susan Myers

Lindzey Neely
Elizabeth Orr
Robert and Anna Page

Scott Park
Sam Parrott

Bob and Sue Perrin
Sarah Petty

Caroline Phillips
James and Angela Pickens
James and Mary Jane Poole

Anyah Preston
Dawn Querin
Elizabeth Refshauge

Dennis and Elizabeth Regnier
Patrick Riley
Brooke and Clay Robertson

Michael and Lauralee Saad
Bert Saucier

Martha Schwartz
Hans Peter Schwendeler
John and Janice Scott
Jeffrey and Julie Silliman

Donna Smiley
Roger and Myra Soderlund

Denise Spears
Jason Stemple

B. G. and Sandra Stephens
Genevieve Strickland

Jean Sydnor
David A. Sykes
J Ricky Tanenbaum and Carrie Jean Tanen-
baum

Christina Terry
Martin Thorne

Sarah Tignor
Charlie Tulloh
Mary Arrington Walter
Thomas and Bonnie Webster

Karen and Travis Webster

Jim and Regina Weeks
Eric and Tammy Welsch
George Williams

Jack Williams
Andrew Wingo

David and Judy Wood
Sarah and Jared Wood

Robert and Carolyn Wynn, III

FOUNDATION

The Alfred Moore Foundation
EMK Foundation

W.R. and E.H. Floyd Foundation
JM Smith Foundation
The Spartanburg County Foundation

The Balmer Foundation
The GE Foundation

The Kohler Co. Foundation

IN-KIND DONORS

Wade Crow
Kathleen Crowley
John Gallant
Kam Neely
Neely’s Windows Doors & More
Neue South Collective
Lynn Rhodes
Rex Russell
Southeastern Printing

IN HONOR

George and Sarah Todd
In memorial of John Baehr

Stan and Paula Baker 
In memorial of Jay Easterling

Stephen and Karen Parrott 
In memorial of Jay Easterling

Jennie Thompson and Robert Levy 
In honor of James F. Thompson

Marge and Richard Petty
For Kaye’s birthday

Byrd Miller 
In honor of Liza Miller and her dogs, 
Camo and Vince

Sidney and Chris Caggiano 
In honor of the first wedding anniversary of 
Sidney and Chris Caggiano

  #keepspartanburgwild
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Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Mail Solutions

100 E. Main St., Suite 7B
Spartanburg, SC 29306
(864) 948-0000

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON YOU CAN GIVE 
THE GIFT OF THE COTTONWOOD WITH A 
COMMEMORATIVE NAMEPLATE, ‘LAND THAT I 
LOVE’ SHIRT, OR POSTERS THAT YOUR LOVED 
ONES WILL CHERISH FOR YEARS TO COME.
SPARTANBURGCONSERVANCY.ORG/SUPPORT

GIVE A GIFT 
THAT MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE 

Photography by 
Andrew Cooke and John Gallant


